








St. Joseph’s Recorder

S l‘mﬂenl‘d

Mike Hazard (left)

s Galstamd

and Tony Wieber (right)

Christmastime at

Decaorate

arrange

the creche scene at the entrance on the first floor.

This year, since the
Christmas Party was held
in the refectory, the

Press Committee, which was
designated by the SCAS
Board of Directors, to take
care of the Christmas de-
corations, ornamented the
dining hall well for the
occasion,

Re/ecl‘daq

As a preliminary, the
tables were arranged in
banquet style in north-to-

gouth rows for eage in
viewing the program to
follow the meal. From the

four pillars to the center

of the hall were draped
strings of papler-mache
snowballs, To add to the

seasonal effect, a Christ-
mas tree was placed in the
southwest corner of the
hall; and a large wreath
hung on the south wa

flanked on eilther side by
tall Christmas candles,
Another wreath, the Ad-
vent wreath, made by mem-
bers of the Religlous Com-
mittee, held a commanding
position near the faculty
table. Beside the Advent
wreath stood a table on
which was arranged the
traditional Nativity scene.

Manger Scene

Another creche stood on
a table in the first floor
entry way; and on the
main bulletin board ap-
peared a display which
plctured the first few
bars of the tune ¥I am the
Captain of the Pinafore,*
announcing this year's
Christmas Play. Directing
the Press Committee in the
work of decoration were
Rick Lawie and Tony Wieber,

Otto’s Gift-
His ldentity

WYes, Virginta, there is
& Santa Claus." But,
contrary to the generally
accepted opinion, Jolly
ol' St. Nick did not al-
ways hail from the North
Pole. The truth is, the
first Santa Claus was born
some 600 years ago in an-
clent Turkey which, by a
quirk of family fortune,
became the Ottoman Empire.
According to the geneolo-
gy of the Otto family, the
first sultan of the Empire,
Othman, was by virtue of
this fact obviously the
first Santa Claus.

_——

Now, even though the
Ottoman Empire has long
since collapsed, the title
of ¥%santa  Claus® has
passed on to hls descend-
ants, the Ottos, to the
present day. (Oops! Maybe
I should not have told you
this; now you know who
Otto 1is! Oh well, walt
t11l I tell you who I am
in the Easter 1ssue.)

—_— e —

the sublject,
tell you a few
things I haven't seen re-
cently. I don't remember
seeing the organ mechanic,
who was working inside the
rather cramped quarters of
the pipe cabinet previous
to a chapel exercise,
crawl out until after ro-
sary and spiritual reading.
Perhaps his auditory organs
were tuned in to our spir-
itual pipe 1line.

To change
let nme

In II College English,
Msgr. Martin asked Jack
Findlay how 1long 1t had
been slnce the class had
had a spelling bee. It had
been a long time; so the
8ixth class had a spelling
bee. Tom Kawecki won the
gold star for his forehead.

On this revealing note,
I extend my warmest Christ-
mas greetings to all,

Otto

What Is

Christmas ?

Pretty bows

And holly berries?
Dressed up beaux

And choc'late cherries?
Fancy gifts &

And Santa Clauses
Christmas songe

Without due pauses?
Long parades

'Fore Halloween?
Glittering tinsel

Ev!rywhere seen?
A Christmas crib

Beneath the tree —
(Though alwaye there,

Too small to see)
Hidden quite

By Gifte and wraps
And ribbon

Bows and other scraps?
Christmas, aye,

Is none of those:
'‘Tis rather LOVE

That ever grows.

Dale Greiner
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The Shepherds Found
a Littl: Child

by
James Kowalgki

"Let us go over to Beth-
lehem and see this thing
that has come to pass,
which the Lord has made
known to us.' So we went
with haste, and we found
Mary and Joseph, and the
babe lying in the manger,
a tiny baby.

Seniors Plan

Caroling

Under the direction of
Paul Thiefels and Tom
Schmiedicke, the senliors
from the Grand Raplds area
are planning caroling for
the Christmas Vacation,

On Monday, December 24,
the group has decided to
sing at the Home for the
Aged conducted by the
Little Sisters of the Poor.
This group 1includes minor
seminarians from the area.

On Thursday, December
27, this group accompanied
by a number of major semi-
narians from the Grand
Rapids area will entertailn
the residents of St. Anne's
Home.

John Vesbit, first theo-
logian at 5t. John's Semi-
nary in Plymouth, Michigan,
has organized the major
seminarlans for the carol-
ing at St. Anne's Home,

He was clothed in swad-
ling clothes Who deserved
to be adorned in regal
garments of .gold. He lies
in a manger of rotting
wood at the Dbeginning of
His 1ife Who at its end
willl be prostrate on the
bitter wood of the cross.
He is warmed by the breath
of dumb animals Who 1is
adored by the eternal in-
cense of heaven.

—_— Ye——

He Whom the whole uni-
verse could not contaln
lay cuddled 1in a manger.
He was asleep 8till re-
maining the Pure Action.
His eyes were closed in
the sleep of an infant,
but saw all the world in
the past and the present
and the future. Hls ears
were small but heard
everything that is and was
and would be. His mouth
was now closed which had
thundered from the top of
8inal to Moses and our
prophets of old. He held
his hands clogsed in a
baby's fist, but held the
whole world in them.

_—Ye——

His mother and father
stand and care for Him Who
planned them from all time.
His first home is a stable
for the King of kings and
Lord of lords. He 18
visited by lowly shepherds
as ourselves, He, Who is
the saviour of all men,

the Bloom of Jesse's Rod,
the very son of God.

Semin ary

Presd Commillee

plcamt

The Christmas Party for
1962 is under the direc-
tion of the Press Commit-
tee's able chairman, Rick
Lawle. In former years the
party was the task of the
former Community Affairs’

Committee which was dis-
solved by the new SCAS
Constitution.

The party promises to be
the best ever. Contrary to
tradition the party this
year will be held in the
refectory. It had been
held in the auditorium.

Of course, Santa will be
there with his practical
gifts for the professors.
The entire house will sing
Christmas Carols.

Churisimad Canalerd

A choral group of first
classmen, called the
“Christmas Carolers* will

sing. They are directed by
James

VanWert of the

Party

fifth class. They will
sing Silent Night, Silver
Bells, and We Wish You &
Merry Christmas, accom-
panied by Joseph Ksiazkie-
wicz on the piano.

Indiramenital Mudic

Larry Christensen, Paul
Banner, Blll Gebhard, and
Dave Toeller will play a
brass quartet arrangement
of the Grand March from
Alda.

Finally Christmas music
will come from & small
band consisting of accor-
dianists Joe Pulaskl and
Greg Lyon, coronetist
Larry Christensen, and pi-
anists Paul Thiefels, Walt
Derylo, and Dan Gilbert.
They will render Engstz
the Snowman, Winter Won-
derland, White Christmas,
and Rudolph the Red-noged
Reindeer.

J. VanWert directs and J. Ksiazkiewicz plays for the
"Chrigtmas Carolers" as they practice their numbers.
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